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By CHRISTOPHER EARLEY
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — It was an indus-
trious scene of flying sawdust, 
spinning drills and teamwork at 
Saturday’s Widget Cup.

More importantly, however, 
the four teams of local high school 
students learned valuable life les-
sons while competing, Frederick 
County officials said.

Held at Millbrook High School, 
this was the second year for the 
design-and-build, STEM-based 
(science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) competition. It 
featured teams from James Wood, 
Sherando, Millbrook and Handley 
high schools that were comprised 
of students enrolled in career and 
technical education (CTE) class-
es.

More than 10 local businesses, 
Winchester and Frederick County 
public schools and the Frederick 
County Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) partnered to fa-
cilitate the contest.

Following a full morning — 
including an hour of design and 
three hours of building — the 
John Handley High School Judg-
es walked away with the cup, and 
each member earned a $100 gift 
card.

Frederick County EDA Busi-
ness Coordinator Sally Michaels 
said Saturday that the teams were 
given a “customer,” and they built 
their widget in accordance with 
provided specifications.

This year’s customer, the 
Shenandoah Valley Discovery Mu-
seum in Winchester, requested a 
mobile bookshelf with three sides,  
with a list of specifications for the 
teams to follow.

Teams toiled in the school’s 
shop room with materials donat-
ed by sponsors, while parents and 
friends watched a live feed of the 
action on a giant screen in the au-
ditorium.

“These students were very fo-
cused,” Michaels said. “I never 

saw any of them use the bathroom 
or go take a break.”

In addition to learning how to 
build a product based on a cus-
tomer’s request, Michaels said 
the students also networked with 
sponsors and volunteers.

At last year’s inaugural event, 
a Sherando student even earned 
himself an internship with one of 
the businesses, Michaels said.

The previous event called for 
teams to build a workbench for 
people with disabilities.

“This year’s competition is a lit-
tle different from the last one and 
is more complex and challenging,” 
said Winchester Metals President 
Josh Phelps, who originally came 
up with the idea for the competi-
tion.

As the 1 p.m. deadline loomed, 
however, several projects re-
mained unfinished. And as the 
horn sounded to signify time was 
up, Michaels said the uncomplet-
ed projects should serve as an im-

By CHRISTOPHER EARLEY
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — With rows of 
classic cars lined up on the grass, 
their chrome bumpers shimmer-
ing in the sunlight and a stream of 
oldies tunes filling the air, visiting 
Sunday’s Cars for a Cause Nostal-
gic Car Show at Shenandoah Uni-
versity was almost like going back 
in time, or at least visiting the set 
of the 1973 film “American Graf-
fiti.” 

But all of the brilliant chrome 
and souped-up American steel was  
there for a  reason: to help fight 
cancer.

Hosted by Winchester’s own 
Hoppers Auto Club, the show is a 
fundraiser for the American Can-
cer Society’s Relay for Life, which-

will be held at the university April 
22.

The relay, held in various U.S. 
cities, has participants take turns 
walking around a track. The inau-
gural 1985 event was held in Taco-
ma, Wash., when Dr. Gordy Klatt 
walked and ran for 24 hours, ul-

timately raising $27,000 for the 
American Cancer Society.

About 40 cars were queued up 
at Sunday’s event, ranging from 
a 1926 Model T Ford to several 
brand-new vehicles. 

And if you enjoy talking about 
classic cars and hot rods, few peo-
ple are more willing to indulge the 
conversation than Hoppers Presi-
dent Ted Morgan.

“Some of these guys put a lot of 
money into these cars,” Morgan 
said Sunday.

Founded in 1959, the Hoppers 
have about 41 members and hold 
two fundraising events per year. 
The other is scheduled for Oct. 23.

But, Morgan said, the club 
doesn’t easily forget why it partici-

Out of the Past
Sam Walton, then the richest man in 

America, visited Winchester 25 years ago.
See Page A9

New United Way program targets young professionals
By CHRISTOPHER EARLEY

The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — The United Way 
of Northern Shenandoah Valley on 
Friday launched a new program 
aimed at providing opportunities 
for leaders passionate about giv-
ing back to the community by vol-
unteering, giving and advocating 
in the region.

Members of the Society of 
Emerging Leaders, according to 

a news release, is comprised of 
young professionals ranging in 
age from 20 to 30 who annually 
contribute $250 or more to the 
United Way of Northern Shenan-
doah Valley (NSV) and who are 
devoted to improving their com-
munities.

The group was developed by 
other young professionals and an-
nual donors of the United Way 
NSV who wanted to see more in-
volvement from others. 

“We have a huge population of 
young people who are looking to 
make an impact in the Northern 
Shenandoah community through 
on-the-ground volunteerism that 
promotes long-term community 

change, networking and social op-
portunities with a diverse group 
of young professionals as well as 
professional development events, 
where most of our community’s 
most prominent leaders share 
their secrets for success,” United 
Way of NSV President and CEO 
Nadine Pottinga said in a news re-
lease. 

The United Way NSV on Fri-
day held a launch party for the 
program at James Charles Vine-

yard in Frederick County.
Prior to the event, Pottinga said 

she was expecting between 50 and 
75 people to attend. The party, she 
said, was mostly an informational 
event, educating attendees about 
current opportunities, along with 
the mission and goals of the Unit-
ed Way and the Society of Emerg-
ing Leaders.

The launch party, Pottinga 

Handley team 
takes home 
Widget Cup

Star staff report

RICHMOND  —  The news-
room and advertising staff 
of The Winchester Star took 
home 11 awards at the 2015 
Virginia Press Association’s 
annual conference Saturday at 
the Hilton Richmond Hotel & 
Spa/Short Pump.

The Star, with a circula-
tion of about 20,000, competes 
among newspapers with circu-
lations from 20,000 to 99,999.

The contest was judged by 
members of the South Caroli-
na Press Association.

In the newsroom, night ed-
itor Derek Gomes won a first-
place award in government 
writing with stories about the 
delay in the construction of the 
Green Circle trail, the history 
of annexing land in Virginia 
and how some city residents 
live in hotels for extended 
lengths of time.

The stories, the judges 
said, were “terrific explainers 
of complex problems faced by 
the city. The author also has a 
good ear for quotes and their 
deployment, and he is not 
afraid of the archives.”

Rebecca Layne, Life section 
editor, won a first-place award 
for lifestyle pages, an award 
that considered the overall 
appearance of the page — in-

cluding typography, layout, se-
lection and use of pictures and 
artwork.

Photographer Ginger Perry 
won a first place for her sports 
news photo of Valley League 
baseball players tangled up at 
third base.

“A tight crop, good compo-
sition and peak action make 
for a quick read that draws the 
reader right into the action,” 
the judges wrote about Perry’s 
winning entry.

Photographer Scott Mason 
won a first-place award in the 
general news category for a 
photo of grief-stricken family 
members whose loved ones 
had died from drug overdoses.

The photo,  the judges 
wrote, “shows great artistic 
abilities in capturing the emo-
tion and range of ages of those 
affected by addiction for this 
story.” 

Sports editor Walt Moody 
and assistant sports editor 
Rob Stocks won a third-place 
award for sports pages. For 
this award, the judges consid-
ered makeup and general ap-
pearance, comprehensiveness 
of coverage, selection and use 
of stories and pictures and ap-
peal to local readers.

Reporter Onofrio Casti-
glia won a third-place prize for 

SHAUN GALANG/Special to The Winchester Star

Sunny skies greeted visitors at the Cars for a Cause Nostalgic Car 
Show on Sunday at Shenandoah University.

GINGER PERRY/The Winchester Star

Star photographer Ginger Perry won a first-place award from 
the Virginia Press Association for this photo of Valley League 
baseball players tangled up at third base.

Star staffers win 
11 awards from 
state press group

Antique automobiles go cruising for a good cause

3 sought 
in alleged 
marijuana 
robbery

By CHRISTOPHER EARLEY
The Winchester Star

WINCHESTER — Arrest warrants 
were issued Thursday for three 
people indicted in Frederick Coun-
ty Circuit Court for their involve-
ment in an alleged robbery, court 
records show.

Jessica Nichole Sanelli, 19, 
Camonte Myelle Kyer Edmond, 
21, and Thomas Lee Shepard, 19, 
each were indicted for conspiracy 
and robbery.  

The charges stem from a 
March 16 incident in which a 
26-year-old man was allegedly 
beaten and robbed of cash and 
marijuana, according to a search 
warrant.

The warrant, filed March 22, 
sought Sanelli’s phone records, 
which investigators believe may 
contain evidence related to the 
robbery.

Deputies were called March 
17 to Winchester Medical Center 
to take a report from the victim, 
according to the document. The 
man explained that he’d been in-
vited to Sanelli’s apartment in the 
100 block of Bryarly Road several 
hours earlier to watch movies and 
smoke marijuana.

The man claimed he’d been 
carrying about 2 ounces of the 
drug and that when he pulled it 
out, Sanelli began to send text 
messages to someone.

About 15 minutes later, the 
document states, the man said 
three men arrived at the apart-
ment and beat him up. They also 
allegedly stole his marijuana and 
about $800.

According to the warrant, the 
man identified his attackers as 
Shepard, Edmond and another 
man who is not being identified 
by The Star because he has not 
been charged with a crime.

The deputy later found two of 
the men, including Shepard, who 
admitted he’d driven Edmond and 
the other man to and from Sanel-
li’s apartment that night. Shepard 
also claimed he had served as a 
lookout and received $15 for gas 
and a marijuana “blunt” for this 
role, the document states. 

The third man told the depu-
ty that Sanelli and Shepard had 
conspired as early as March 14 to 
carry out the robbery and admit-
ted that he, Shepard and Edmond 
had  assaulted the victim and stole 
his marijuana. Neither of the two 
men, however, admitted to steal-
ing the $800, according to the war-
rant.

During a later interview with an 
investigator, the warrant alleges 
that Sanelli admitted she and 
the unnamed man had planned 
the robbery in advance. She also 
claimed the pair had discussed 
the robbery via the cellphone app 
Snapchat and alleged that the vic-
tim had visited her apartment to See Awards, Page A7

See Robbery, Page A7

See United, Page A7

See Cars, Page A7

DENNIS GRUNDMAN/Special to The Winchester Star

Noe Jimenez, of Handley 
High School, cuts metal for a 
three-sided bookshelf for the 
Shenandoah Valley Museum 
during the Widget Cup held at 
Millbrook High School Saturday 
morning.

DENNIS GRUNDMAN/Special to The Winchester Star

Sherando teammates Justin McDonald (with saw) and Justin Petrie 
cut a piece of plywood at the Widget Cup competition.

See Widget, Page A7

About 40 cars 
were queued up 

at Sunday’s event, 
ranging from a 1926 

Model T Ford to 
several brand-new 

vehicles. 
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Huge 

Selection!

Come Be
Amazed!

KIM’S GREENHOUSES

Great
Prices

DIRECTIONS: 5 miles South of New Market take 
I-81 Exit 257 then 1 mile north on Rt. 11 take a 

right on Arkton Road. Greenhouses on left.

Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 12-6

Come Stroll...
Come Stroll Thru Over an Acre of Greenhouses
Filled with Plants Grown on Site!

LOCAL

Winchester

 City Council, 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Rouss City Hall, 
council chambers.

 City Counci l  work 
session, 6:30 p.m. Tues-
day, council chambers.

 Board of Zoning Ap-
peals, 4 p.m. Wednesday, 
council chambers

 Community Pol icy 
Management Team, 2 p.m. 

Thursday, Winchester De-
partment of Social Servic-
es, 24 Baker St.

Frederick County

 Comprehensive Plans 
and Programs Committee, 
7 p.m. today, County Admin-
istration Building, first floor 
conference room, 107 N. 
Kent St.

 Parks and Recreation 

Commission, 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Greenwood Mill Ele-
mentary School.

 Board of Supervisors, 
7 p.m. Wednesday, Coun-
ty Administration Build-
ing, Board of Supervisors' 
meeting room.

Stephens City

 Personnel Commit-
tee, 4 p.m. Tuesday, Town 

Office, 1033 Locust St.

Middletown

 Town Council, 7 p.m. 
today, Town Hall, 7875 
Church St.

Clarke County

 Board of Super vi -
sors' Personnel Commit-
tee, 9:30 a.m. today, Joint 

Government Center, 101 
Chalmers Court.

 10 a.m. today, Board 
of Supervisors' work ses-
sion, Joint Government 
Center.

 10:30 a.m. today, 
Board of Supervisors' Fi-
nance Committee, Joint 
Government Center.

 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Board of Supervisors' fiscal 

2017 budget work session, 
Joint Government Center.

Berryville

 Town Council, 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Joint Govern-
ment Center, 101 Chalmers 
Court.

Meetings times are sub-
ject to change. 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD

Mail items to Community Bulletin Board, The Winchester Star, 2 N. Kent St., Winchester, Va. 22601.
Email community@winchesterstar.com. Submissions are due a week prior to the event.

three public safety stories: one on 
a shooter sentenced to 25 years 
in prison for the death of a town 
councilwoman, another on the 
dangers of candy laced with syn-
thetic narcotics and the third on 
how the city police are working 
for better race relations.

“Extra effort put into these sto-
ries turn a run-of-the-mill article 
into a well-crafted enterprise,” the 
judges wrote.  

In the advertising contest, ad-
vertising representative Pam Bell 
and ad designer Erin Robinson 
won a second place in the small 

space ads category for Eclectic - 
Pottery Antiques.

Bell and advertising designer 
Connie Spaid won a second for 
multiple advertisers and themed 
pages for the Professional Forum.

Advertising representative Ja-
mie Zirkle and ad designer Kris-
ten Colebank won a second place 
in the food & drug category for 
George’s restaurant.

Advertising manager Chris-
sy Hill and Colebank won a third 
place award in fashion and person-
al care for Heaven salon.

Bell and Colebank won a third 
in small space ads for Scarpa Al-
ta’s 10th anniversary. 

SCOTT MASON/The Winchester Star

Star photographer Scott Mason won a first-place award in the general 
news category for this picture of grief-stricken family  members who 
lost loved ones to drug overdoses. The Star, with a circulation of 
about 20,000, competes among newspapers with circulations from 
20,000 to 99,999.

Awards   
 

from Page A6

buy $500 of marijuana.
Court records show both 

Edmond and Shepard have 
criminal histories in Freder-
ick County.

Edmond pleaded guilty 
in February 2015 in county 
Circuit Court for for assault 
and battery on a law en-
forcement officer and was 
sentenced to 12 months in 
jail. He also was sentenced 
to 90 days in jail after plead-
ing no contest to assault 
in July 2014, court records 

show.
In addition to robbery 

and conspiracy, Shepard is 
currently facing credit card 
larceny charges in county 
Circuit Court, for which he 
was indicted in October. He 
is scheduled to appear in 
that court June 9.

As of Sunday, Edmond, 
Sanelli and Shepard were 
still listed as fugitives, court 
records show.

— Contact Christopher Earley at 
cearley@winchesterstar.com

Robbery   
 

from Page A6

said, is the first in a series of 
events for group members, 
including several “Lunch 
and Learn” programs. A 
mini golf tournament is 
scheduled for June, along 
with a “Day of Caring Team 
Project” in September.

“We’re very excited to 
see where this is going,” 
Pottinga said Friday.

Founded in 1946, the 
United Way NSV serves 
the ci ty  of  Winchester 
and Clarke, Frederick and 
Shenandoah counties.

— Contact Christopher Earley at 
cearley@winchesterstar.com

United   
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portant lesson about life and the 
business world.

“Sometimes you have a big 
project and plans don’t work out,” 
she told the teams. “You may need 
a little extra time, and that hap-
pens. Be proud of the work you’ve 
done.”

The teams later brought their 
projects to the auditorium, where 
each pitched the items to a panel 
of judges and shared the thought 
process that accompanied the de-
sign-and-build portion of the com-
petition. 

“We really put a lot of thought 

into this,” said Millbrook High 
School team member Madalyn 
Swaner. “We really had to work 
as a team, and each person was 
assigned to a specific area. Sadly, 
we didn’t finish it.”

“I’ve been impressed watching 
them work,” Phelps said. “Lots of 

problem-solving and teamwork, all 

things you like to see in our future 

workforce.”

— Contact Christopher Earley  

at cearley@winchesterstar.com

pates in the show. The Hoppers are hoping to meet 
a  goal of raising $8,000 for the relay, which, if ac-
complished, would total about $60,000 raised over 
six years, Morgan said.

About 43 businesses were represented at Sun-
day’s event, with each donating $100 or more. It also 
featured an auction and raffle ticket sales. 

“Ask anyone here who has been affected by can-
cer and the hands go up,” Morgan said.

That sentiment was echoed by the relay’s student 
coordinator, Emily Bainbridge.

Bainbridge, a 19-year-old sophomore at the uni-
versity, said cancer has affected several family mem-
bers.

“Cancer is very near and dear to my heart,” Bain-
bridge said Saturday. “And raising money is so im-
portant for helping others.” 

— Contact Christopher Earley at cearley@winchesterstar.com

SHAUN GALANG/Special to The Winchester Star

Gilbert Charite, of Winchester, inspects a 1926 Model T Ford 
on display at the Cars for a Cause auto show at Shenandoah 
University on Sunday.

Cars   
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Lots of problem-solving and teamwork, all things 
you like to see in our future workforce.

 — Josh Phelps
President, Winchester Metals

Widget   
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BUSINESS BRIEFCASE

Peggy Nelson has been chosen caregiver of the 
month for Home Instead Senior Care, 174 Garber 
Lane, Suite 3, Winchester. Nelson has been with the 
company since September 2011 and has accrued 
3,700 hours of service. 

Ron Price is the top producer for March for Fair-
fax Mortgage Investment’s Winchester branch.

Leesa Mayfield, a licensed architect with  more 
than 15 years of experience, has started an architec-
tural design business. Contact her for more informa-
tion at leesamayfield@yahoo.com.

Selma Medical Associates Inc. has named Ra-
chael H. Davis the Employee of the Month for Feb-
ruary. She joined the staff March 2012 as an internal 
medicine appointment scheduler. Kendra D. Sarver 

has been named Employee of the Month for March. 
She joined the staff as a family practice receptionist 
in January 2015.

TechTeam Solutions LLC, 106 S. Loudoun St., 
has completed training and certification to obtain Pro-
fessional Level Solution provider status for VMWare 
products and services. VMWare is a virtualization and 
cloud computing software provider. For more about 
Tech Team Solutions, visit www.techteamsolutions.com. 

92.5 WINC FM, part of Centennial Broadcast-
ing II, has donated $4,000 to the Winchester Medi-
cal Center Foundation. WINC FM has committed to 
a five-year pledge of $100,000 to help build the com-
munity’s first cancer center, which is set to open in 
September at Winchester Medical Center.

CRIME SOLVERS WANTED PERSON

Fire at Salvation Army store 
being investigated as arson

Star staff report

WINCHESTER — A fire March 27 at the Salvation 
Army Thrift Store, 320 Weems Lane, is being inves-
tigated as arson, according to a Crime Solvers press 
release.

The fire was reported by a passing motorist at 8:59 
p.m., the release states. It is believed that someone 
ignited combustible materials on the loading dock.

The fire, which damaged the building and its con-
tents, also damaged a box truck and a trailer that 
were parked at the dock.

Anyone with information about this incident is 
asked to call Crime Solvers at 540-665-8477. 

Wanted: Daniel Quinn 
Anderson Sr.

Age: 58
Sex: Male
Height: 5 feet 11 inch-

es
Weight: 165 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Blue
Warrant: Anderson is 

wanted by the Winchester 
Police Department for fel-
ony larceny. 

Anyone with informa-
tion on his whereabouts 
is asked to call the police 
at 540-662-4131 or the 
Crime Solvers Hotline at 
540-665-8477.

Daniel Quinn  
Anderson


